_ Alterations in the Sindhi
Readers

By A K. Brohi Esq. B.A, LLS.
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But a type of eriticism which, of late, has
the pages of local rs takes its stand on premises
are built on the gospel ofprejudice. How can we eXpect
the man-in-the street should have a calm head oo his
shoulders, when the so called leaders keep up erying from
their house tops that a particulsr community is in dangers
of being swallowed up whole-sale by another or that its cul-
‘ture is being threatened with extinetion? Tt is only to com-
that ‘mass suggestion” which is up in the air and which
unless it is rendered inocenots, s likely to tell wiwersely on
the relationship between the two ¢ that | bave
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‘sound and fury which signifies nodhing.

given birth to this
~ On analysing he contensions of the defenders of the

these above-mentioned contensions and if possible eXpose the
l:lllctfi that underiie them But befoge that could be & e,
there are one or tweo u-hubllnlmlldummmu-
merate, for, | mxllhur statement is essential for the
proper Sppreciation of the full vigour and foree of his con-
troversy.

A. No cbjection bas been raised, so far
sgminst the cogency of the alterations that the D.P1 has
muuw in other words, no opponent has objected
against the logical aspect of the question These changes
have, alter all, one merit which no one bas been so :::,\l
tardy as o dispute—oamnely that all these changes bring
with themselves a principle on which the ptunuucuuoa:
wnd orthography of the Sindhi language cught and must be
bused. We do not pronounce the word Bakirsl but Bakrl
—we do never stress the consonant kaf in the instance quoted
If that is really so why should kal be burdened down with
a gri’ Nor is it common-sense-like to give zer below yay for
't is vowel already, and vowels canot be stressed b..mu_;,
they luck the phbnstic value which the consonants [ossoas —
their office being already akin to the various Alrahs

I & mystom cald be foand whereypon to base the Writ-

g and the pronounciations of & language, it ought W be
sbopted forthwith for the wako of convenionce And we
shoukl v grateful, we were rational crvatures, (o 8Dy

8 1 know,
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endertakert to explain to the man-in-the-street the implica- .I Pt v pelah w & priusiyls the sheptics of

tions of this controvarsy and the undbrlined motives that 'mve |

would render the roading and writing of the lang uage more
syviematic and sound. ! repeat them, that so far as these
changes are concerned, o one has so far succe Jod in dis-

A A ’ i
I | POUOE their merite.  Not ane of the defonders of the Rind
MMM‘M".' ?l:d g:ud‘lbl':n '“? :,.:' language has come forwand to show to us illegh ality of the

wedd ol . 1 o
roverwy ; \ tions | IOIY lerations :  if they can do so0 wa an

:hh?:; r:lv'o been wl;:t:\.:;l.:ﬁm & ﬁ’:" . follow them, Whatever objections  have boen Sised fre all
P.1. has made with regard o the mauner of ¢t | Brected to discrediv (he manner in whioh these have
Sindhi languago. Tt has beon said :— been brought into existence  Viewing that sid s of ques-

1. "Mhat the proposed alterations are not desirable be-
cause :—

(a) They subvert entirely the mode of pronounging nml‘
in vogue and l

| writing the Sindhi languago which has been
practice for the lust 25 years.

(L) They are introduced with the definito intention of
aabicising the Sindhi language—a stop which* the Hindu
community having pro-sanskrit, anti-arubic predelections is
mot going to tolerate and views with indignation and alarm.

9. at lan, are not oltered during the course of
day by legishition ; accordingly, Sindhi language should
be loft freo to dovelop itself from the sheer foree of un inner
mecessity and its immanent momentum.

3. That assuming for o moment that the changes introdue-
by the D.P.I. were desirable, it was none of his business
have done all he has done, without the consultation of
members of the Sindhi Toxt Book Re )

vision Committee,
"4. That the D.P.1, in having disregarded the existence
e
by

members of the T.B.R.C. has hehaved autocratically,
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[ from observing that all thees
{ Eentlemen are really putting at open door. T wre is a confu-

| sion of thinking on their part as to the v wise manner in

which languages function and develop.

Here are some remarks that might it sduce a little light
into the darkened chambers of their bra o,

B. Every language is a tool, iuvented by society
with which we can transfor and record mir inner eXperiences
tor the purpose of communicating them to our fellow-bro-
thers.  In its beginnings, every
ton in the unconscious ideo-motar activity of the
peoples :  with the passage of time it goes on ng more
and more conventional and its  de elopment rung parallel
and ‘paripassu’ with the develgpmeat of the social
1te growth invariably follows the lav « that control the
of human mind. Romluhhthnw\hdhw
dant upnlhmhdhmlnldlhmm
can easily fimd out the wental level the
by examming the degrev to which the
Las beonperfected by o fenlar language,
wan language is an ‘in mal'  language
are essentially » nation of




tion to bomng w mere vorbal roport hus an other Tuncthion
Cand oflice to fulil, 1t ean  bo wnilten  down in that pense
of course 1t can be acted upon by the conscions will of o e
gislator.  "Phus tho ‘Turkish language in now being wiitten
in the Latin Seript though it was generally beimng wnitten |
in Arabic. I we allow o language to follow the hnes of o
cupricious chanco, or the course of o whimsical vaganes of
average mass, we cannot expect it to cure ateell of those
disoases whihy infest it in this sphere. I Sindhi Tangonga
left to develop of its own accord ot e but certinn that ata .
errors will remain errors until the doomsduy,  \What guran
teo have woe that accidental courses of history will wo mould
the course of our language that it will be saved from pol
luting menncea of inberent  wealmesses. Of  courne the
conceptinl-order of any langnago will develop an time would
go on elapsing but it ig irrational to expect that ats ortho
graphy would alter to oven a weehit perfecter mode than
where it stands to day.

Accordingly it is really o eervico that the DL, han
rendered to tho causo of Sindbi language when he haw recty
fied errors that have been in existonce for tho last 26 yeary
Now the children of Sindhi will find it much 1more enny
to write and pronounce the langunge correctly and owm l;”.”',
uago will have the merit  of being ealled o “regular’  nndd

‘scientific’ language. .

C. 'The question of Sindhi language being wrabicived
is one whicli is ulso u fabrication of w prejudice.  In Sindh
aflairs are always debated under the balo and light of com
munal prejudices. If Sindhi languago in being written with
arabic alphabet or containg more than 759% of wrabic words
and continues to be Sindhj all the swme, let uy assure the
defenders of the Sindhi lquuugo that it will still bo Sindhi
language when zer and zabr are given in o mode wlightly dif- |
ferent from what has been the custon hitherto. Tlow does '
a mere alteration in the placing of zer and zabr hiave the
tremendous effect of baptising u languago into entirely an
other und « totally different ono,  passes my  comprehen
sion and therefore no refutation of it iw necessary.

D. Now remaing tho question as to why D.P.L had the |
audacity to propose thig benevolent schemo of scribing the
Sindhi language without the consultation of tho mwombery
of the I'B.R. committee : may bo, he did so because he
was convinced that such o change will not be taken to mean
something tbat is insulting or damaging to the vested inter-
ests : or may be, he was convinced that such o trifling afnir
will not be construed to mean as an nct of absolutism on his
part. ' Who would think that o good turn done from u benevo-
lent disposition would be dubbed as pornicious heretical ;
who knew that the Sindhi gentlemon will make o moun-
tain out of a mole hill and raise storms in the tea~cup? Who
could have predicted that this would enrnge tho leaders of
Sindhi culture and language to take up cudgols for a couse
which was devoid of substanco. Accordi,ngly n rational person
on an impartial survey might connive at Dr.  Sahib's omini-
sions at having consulted the members of the I'.B.R, com.
mittee. 1t is o formal defect which in sense derogates from
the merit of the improvements he has introduced in th
modo of writing the Sindhi language. ' 3

. Ono cannot suppress a smile whoen ¢t i
tho heat of controversy are wanting, on thoh:cg::‘::? n: ll"
a trifling irregularity, that the D.P.I, should not o
firmed. As against this ono is compelled to—observe :'lcon-
—for, the absurd lio hus one thing in common will :onlw
and that is, that both cannot bo refuted P T

And T would in tho end say to my Muslim brothers

““Fault dear brothers is not in the starg put in us that >b

are underlings”. Only if we had a P.

ress. of our own all these "

gentlemen would have kept quiet long ago, Byt grateful to

them for having made us realize th
and who knows that their tortures
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